THE PRINTED BOOKS
is not in the Handel-Gesellschaft's great edition of his works; many
of them show his methods of composition. In the identification of
works in the collection since its arrival in the Museum much help
was received from an outside scholar, Mr. Percy Robinson.
Apart from the Handel volumes. Queen Charlotte collected
musical MSS., and her collection contains music of the previous
two centuries. George IV also, when Prince of Wales, had a fine
collection at Carlton House, which joined the rest after his death.
From various sources came some famous MSS. of the Elizabethan
period, notably the John Baldwin collection of motets, madrigals,
and the like, formed between 1581 and 1606, the Cosyn Virginal
Book (c. 1600) and the Forster Virginal Book, 1624, besides auto-
graph works by Purcell, Alessandro Scarlatti, and J. C. Bach, an
extensive collection of manuscripts of works by A. Steffani, some
early pieces by Palestrina, a number by seventeenth-century English
composers such as "tuneful Harry" Lawes; full scores by Mozart
and others and especially by the many native and foreign musicians
who composed works for the festivals of a Court, which, if it does
not bear a high reputation in history for literary culture, was genuinely
music-loving. It may be noted here that the musical MSS. placed
by George III in his general ("the King's") Library include
autographs of Handel (King's MSS. 318 and 422) and a few other
contemporaries.
The printed section of the Library, while it duplicates much of
the material in the Museum's own collection, ranges over a wide
field, and is of considerable importance. Not only does 'it include a
fine collection of the early editions of Handel's works and of many
other eighteenth-century compositions, both instrumental and vocal;
earlier centuries are well represented, and under Queen Victoria,
when less manuscript music was being acquired, many printed works
by nineteenth-century composers were added.
Squire lived to see through the press the first and most important,
the Handel, volume of a catalogue of the Library, and to lay down
the lines of that in which the printed collection is described; the
other MSS. were described by an expert from outside the Museum's
own staff:
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